About the play, ‘Scotland Road’

‘Scotland Road’ is Jeffrey Hatcher’s most pro-
duced play with stagings as far away as Santi-
ago and Berlin. The idea for the play came
about during an automobile trip from Colorado
to Minnesota in August, 1991. During the trip
Hatcher stopped at a gas station in the Bad-
lands of South Dakota. While waiting to pay at
the counter Hatcher looked down at a rack of
tabloids and saw a headline on the cover of the
The Weekly World News, which read “Titanic
Survivor Found on Iceberg’. The paper told the
story of a woman who had been found floating
on an iceberg in the North Atlantic.

In an In Theatre Magazine article, Hatcher
said, “There are times when you go searching
for a play idea. But on rare occasions, an idea
will come galloping towards you unbidden,
leaping at you like a wet yellow Labrador,
knocking you to the ground and licking your
face until you begin to type. SCOTLAND
ROAD came to me that way.”

Originally presented as a staged reading at the
1992 National Playwrights Conference at the
Eugene O’Neill Theater, Lloyd Richards,
Artistic Director.

Originally produced by Cincinnati Playhouse
In The Park. Edward Stern, Producing Artistic
Director, Buzz Ward, Executive Director.
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About the playwright, Jeffrey Hatcher

Jeffrey Hatcher is one of America’s most
prolific playwrights, with no less than eight
world premieres last year alone. His other
plays include ‘Three Viewings’,’Downtown’,
’Smash’, based on George Bernard Shaw’s
novel An Unsocial Socialist, “The Turn of
the Screw’ based on Henry James’ no-

vella, ‘Sockdology’and ‘Compleat Female
Stage Beauty’. He has written for the Peter
Falk television series ‘Columbo’

Scotland Road and the Titanic

Scotland Road was the name given by the Ti-
tanic crew to the central service corridor
from steerage to first class on E deck. The
crew, hailing mostly from Liverpool, dubbed
the passageway ‘Scotland Road’, naming it
after a main Liverpool thoroughfare that was,
at that time, populated mostly by impover-
ished Irish immigrants.
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SETTING OF THE PLAY Assistant

An isolated room, early 1990’
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