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Com ing Ne xt to th e  Ge ne sian Th e atre

‘Mak ing a play of Th e  H ollow , Moth e r!’ said Rosalind in 
h orror. ‘It’s a good book , and I lik e  it, but you can’t possibly 
m ak e  it into a play!’

‘Ye s, I can,’ I said, stim ulate d by th e  opposition.

‘O h , I w ish  you w ouldn’t,’ said Rosalind, sigh ing.

Anyw ay, I e njoye d m yse lf scribbling dow n ide as for 
Th e  H ollow . It w as, of course , in som e  w ays rath e r m ore  of a 
nove l th an a de te ctive  story. Th e  H ollow  w as a book  I alw ays 
th ough t I h ad ruine d by th e  introduction of Poirot. I h ad got 
use d to h aving Poirot in m y book s, and so naturally h e  h ad to 
com e  into th is one , but h e  w as all w rong th e re …..so w h e n I 
cam e  to sk e tch  out th e  play, out w e nt Poirot.

Agath a Ch ristie  - An Autob iograph y

Subscriptions are  available
w w w.ge ne sianth e atre .com .au

Th ank s to Sh ane  Bate s, Tim oth y Be nne tt, Tom  Masse y, Gle n H arm an, Th e  
Board of Th e  Ge ne sian Th e atre , th e  Ge ne sian Th e atre  Publicity Com m itte e , 
Garry Bate s, D e bbie  Sm ith , Alan H ayte r, Cynth ia Gibbs, Re be k ah  Je nnings, 
Eric Bick ne ll.



Cast

H e nrie tta Angk ate ll Me lanie   Robinson
Sir H e nry Angk ate ll Paul  Tre acy
Lady Angk ate ll Sh ane   Bate s
M idge  H arve y Julia  Knapm an
Edw ard Angk ate ll Tom  Masse y
Gudge on Robe rt Dre w
Doris Naom i Engle bre tt
Ge rda Cristow Ge ne vie ve  Mortiss
Joh n Cristow Alan Scully
Ve ronica Craye Ge orgina Ande rson
Inspe ctor Colquh oun Darran Moran
D.S. Pe nny M ich ae l Ste rbal

Cre w

Dire ctor Paula Bate
Stage  Manage r Marissa Care y-Bre nton
Sound O pe rator Jonath an Morris
Ligh ting O pe rator Lisa H arrison
Se t Construction Grant Frase r/Paul Gilbe rt
Se t De coration M e g Moone y
Costum e  De sign Susan Carve th
Music De sign Tim oth y Be nne tt
Sound De sign Gle n H arm an
Ligh ting De sign Ge orge  J. W righ t
Ph otograph y Craig O 'Re gan
Program m e Tom  Masse y

Sce ne  Synopsis
Th e  se tting th rough out is th e  garde n room  of ‘Th e  H ollow ’

Act I A Friday afte rnoon in e arly Se pte m be r
Act II Sce ne  1 Saturday m orning

Th e re  w ill b e  an  inte rval of 15 m in u te s .

Act II Sce ne  2 Late r th e  sam e  day
Act III Th e  follow ing Monday m orning

Dire ctor’s Note

Th e re  is a snob e le m e nt surrounding Agath a Ch ristie , w h e re by som e  
say, ‘‘It’s only an Agath a Ch ristie , th e y’re  all th e  sam e .’’ W e ll, th e y’re  
not! Th e  H ollow  is a case  in q ue stion. It doe s not follow  th e  usual 
form at, pe rh aps be cause  th is is one  of th e  fe w  Agath a Ch ristie  plays 
sh e  actually w rote  and not an adaptation of h e r book s by oth e r pe ople .

W h at doe s Ch ristie  offe r us th at is so attractive ? Firstly crim e , usually 
m urde r. Not th e  blood-soak e d m ayh e m  of H ollyw ood. H e r w h ole  
approach  is se t w ith  ge ntility, w h e th e r it is St. Mary M e ade  or th e  
country h om e  of th e  Angk ate lls. Th e se  are  gracious pe ople  w ith  
im pe ccable  m anne rs w h o dine  and dre ss for dinne r, se rvants atte nd to 
e ve ry ne e d, and th e  only pe rson w h o w ork s for a living is M idge , as 
sh e  spe nds m uch  of h e r tim e  e xplaining. Sir H e nry te lls Edw ard th at a 
ge ntle m an’s re sponsibility is to look  afte r h is e state  and h is book s, 
and not to pursue  m ate rial th ings. For m ost of us th is is ligh t-ye ars 
aw ay, but h ow  ple ase d w e  are  to be  th e re . Noth ing w rong w ith  a bit of 
fantasy.

Th e  fact th at m urde r intrude s into th is ge ntle  w orld h e igh te ns th e  
fascination. It w ould se e m , th at English  village s and th e  countryside  
are  one  of th e  m ost dange rous place s on e arth . Th e  arrival of a little  
old lady on a bicycle  or gue sts for th e  w e e k e nd, and th e  ne xt th ing 
you k now  th e re  is a m urde r. Agath a Ch ristie  is toppe d as a publication 
only by th e  Bible  and Sh ak e spe are , th e  Ch ristie  se rie s on te le vision 
h e ads th e  ABC ratings - W h y do an Agath a Ch ristie ? Th e  q ue stion 
answ e rs itse lf.

My th ank s go to th e  cast, cre w , and all w h o h ave  assiste d in battling 
th rough  a ve ry trying re h e arsal pe riod.


