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Liverpool lad, Willy Russell, was born into a family with a strong tradition
of storytelling. Leaving school at 15 armed with one “O™ level, Russell
had a vague idea of being a wriler, butl drifted into hairdressing and
labouring hefore returning, in his 20's, o full time education.

This hackground, coupled with Russell’s strong views on the working
classes” aftempt o gain access to middle class culture, are reflected in
Fducating Rita, Originally commissioned by the RSC, Educating Rita was
successfully produced in the West End, winning the award for Best
Comedy of 19800, Siill freely available on video, the play was adapted by
Fussell for the Oscar nominaled 1983 film starring Michael Caine and
Julie Walters.

Why has this play become a modern classic? I balieve the answer lies in
the beauty of the writing. Willy Russell’s simple play about the drunlen
professor and the sassy hairdresser weaves logether the best elements of
theatre, and produces real, flawed characters. Educating Rita, is a play
with heart, which survives the critical, analvtical assessment of the director
and actors who give the life to the words.

Afler examining the script of Educating Rita, the decision was made not to
lamper with the text, as I believed the integrity of the play suffered through

such cuts. T trust that after seeing our production yon will agree that Rita’s
growlh as a person is reflected through her changed use of languase,

Saren O Bl

Syrnopsis of Scenes

Act 1
Seenes 1 =5 Lent Term
Scenes 6 -8 Laster Term

There will be a twenry minute interval

Act2 Michaelmas Term



Professor Frank Bryan!

Rita White
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Gregory Balcombe
Monica Brian

Many people assisted in the production of Fducating Rita.

Apart from those specifically mentioned in the show's credits,
Paula Bate, Tim Bennett, Eric Bicknell, Jovee Birch, Meg
Cuarrall, fan Fawke, Ruth Ford, Paul Githert, Caroleen Healon,
Dianne Henderson and James Wright, have generously shared
their libraries, artistic talent, brawn and knowledge,

Pumela Whalan and Coralie Thew have been part of the
production team from the start and to list their contributions
wenled feke more space than is quailable — thank you.
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Karen O'Brien-Iall
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Grant Fraser

John O'Brien-Hall

{irant Fraser, Ben Truelsen, Brendon Cleary,
Members of the Genesian Theatre
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THE GENESIAN THEATRE HISTORY

The building, which houses the Genesian Theatre Company
Inc., dates from 1868, I served as both a church and poor
school wtil 1932 when il became the Kursaal Theatre, housing
the: Sydney Repertory Company. In 1938 it became the first
Matthew Talbol Hostel, Since 1954 it has been the home of the
Genesian Theatre Company, which was formed in 1944 and
leok its names from Saint Genesius, the patron saint of actors.

Owver the years the Genesian Theatre Company has developed
inle a community theatre group providing a training ground for
yvoung aclors and 2 place where those who love theatre can meet,
share and extend Lheir knowledge of the performing arts.

If you would like to add your name (0 our mailing lisl, or join
the Genesian Theatre Company, please wrile o; GPO Box 1988,
Sydney, NSW, 1043 or Email: genesiantheatre @hotmail.com.

COMING ATTRACTION

An Inspector Calls by 1 B Priestley, directed by Brian Donovan.
Who is the Inspector? Why does he call on the respectable
Birling family? What secrets will be exposed. An Inspector
Calls, opens on 22 July and performs on I'riday and Saturday
evenings at 800 pm. and Sundays ar 4.30 pom. until
& September 2000,

WILSON'S CAR PARK

Wilson's Kent Street Car Park, diaponally opposite the Theatre,
otters a $5.00 fat rate to all our patrons atlending Saturday and
sunday performances. For Lhis discount rale present your
Genesian Thealre ticket stub, together with your parking ticket,
to the cashier at the Car Park as vou leave.



